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1. 
Synopsis

1.1 
Several residents have proposed the extension of the safety rails that are currently in place at the bottom of Druridge Drive at its junction with Stamfordham Rd.  This is due to worries about the speed at which some cars take the corner.  It has been suggested that the extension of the rails would force people to cross further up and that would make the junction safer.

As with all traffic schemes, the concerns and proposals have been forwarded to the Traffic Management section of Cityworks for comment, as seen below.  Schemes will not be taken further without the support of the Traffic Management section.

1.2 
A map of the proposed extension is provided as an appendix.

2. 
Comment from Traffic Management

2.1 
It is accepted that the visibility to the west from the existing crossing point at the west side of the junction of Druridge Drive with Stamfordham Road is restricted for pedestrians heading east along Stamfordham Road.  West bound pedestrians are afforded better visibility and it is considered that there is no problem with regard to their ability to cross the road. 

In an effort to achieve an improvement on the visibility distance then the crossing point would have to be moved to the north along Druridge Drive past the driveways of No.'s 108 and 110, a distance of approximately 20 metres.  This crossing point may require the installation of a raised footway.  Suggestions have included utilising the existing roadhump as such a footway.  This is not recommended as it would be necessary to fill in the channel between the road hump and the footpath and this would create problems with regard to drainage.

2.2
Beyond this consideration there are a number of factors to consider;

· A pedestrian crossing further up the road must assess the traffic in both directions before crossing as opposed to crossing at the junction where the central island means that the pedestrian must only consider traffic from one direction.
· Although the visibility for eastbound pedestrians is restricted, they are able to see the lights of the pedestrian crossing on Stamfordham Road just west of the junction and the eastbound stop line.  They can use this to see when the lights are on red and the traffic is stopped so that they then know that it is safe to cross over to the central island.

2.3
The suggested moving of the crossing point would mean that pedestrians would have to walk further, approximately 40 metres, and some people may object to this. 

2.4
An examination of the accident records would indicate that there is no cause for concern with regard to pedestrians crossing Druridge Drive at this point. 

3.
Recommendation

3.1
There is no clear advantage to amending the pedestrian crossing point and it is considered that the cost of this work cannot be justified on highway grounds.
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